
 

 

 

 

 COMMUNITY  

   PARTNER 

 

Independence Village of Avon Lake is a vibrant community offering memory care, 
assisted living, and independent living options across its 190 apartments. Under the 
guidance of Life Enrichment Director Cheryl Brammer, the village is known for its 
dynamic environment and the special moments created for its residents. With a diverse 
range of mobility and care needs, Cheryl and her team tailor events to ensure everyone 
feels included and engaged. 

Independence Village hosts Roots of American Music programming twice-monthly 
during Happy Hour on Fridays. These events typically feature a solo performer, who 
performs in the memory care neighborhood before moving to the atrium in the 
independent living area. The music is a delightful mix featuring either guitar or piano, 
often accompanied by singing that encourages residents to join in. 

“We recently had a new artist, Chris Hatton, in to perform,“ explains Brammer. “He 
struck just the right chord with the residents. There was a joy and energy in the room 
that was lovely to see. He had everyone dancing and singing along.” 

Brammer says that ROOTS staff has made the booking process simple and engaging. 
“(ROOTS Education Program Director) Bettyjeane Quimby visited the location to 
understand the layout and performance space,” she says. “Also, Bettyjeane has 
incorporated an app which provides a list of musicians and facilitates communication 
for booking and other needs.” 

Not only that, but ROOTS provides the Senior Center Performance feedback form, 
which helps the village gather and share feedback and concerns, ensuring that the 
programming continues to meet the residents’ expectations. 



Independence Village of Avon Lake remains a beacon of community spirit, where every 
resident is valued and supported. Through innovative programming and a commitment 
to creating special moments, the village continues to thrive, offering a welcoming home 
to all its residents. 

Learn more about our community partner HERE 
 
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 

Meet ROOTS Board Member: Vince Slusarz 
 

Vince Slusarz is the Immediate Past President of the Roots of 

American Music Board of Directors.  He was referred to the 

ROOTS Board by Clint Holley from Well Made Music who is a 

vendor for Gotta Groove Records.  Vince works with Gotta 

Groove Records a longtime supporter of local music and 

musicians in Ohio.  

 

Vince believes the mission of ROOTS is uniquely focused 

and "does not just serve our clients, but helps local 

musicians obtain additional income from their 

artistry."  ROOTS "work throughout the years has touched 

thousands of students, senior citizens and members of our NE Ohio community- every 

performance has a specific resonance to each person in that moment, that is the power of 

music." 

As a Board member it is each individual's "engagement and consistent effort that is critical 

to fulfilling ROOTS' mission. I am continually "amazed by the talents of our Teaching Artists 

and their effect on our clients." 

Learn more about Gotta Groove Records. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu48223907.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.L3piixd9fiXc8DtCKvDvshTi8NbBixsjdlil-2FZXZbfy1sJkV-2Bw-2BANr6DgKj6c2fM1QGU3RsvgtEerXfyS27kVv2rlKrMQZWy9HC0wECemWA-3DCJ0J_Q23ABFVinT8QSk30i3MxPSm62KfLUTtBnn6L1FwnDRZN5xR0KJ9r9moXaY2m0V7U7aG7YdmsPl6tZxR3Sj9TilwmcODM18cmFKCCt2NSTj8GzXangqG0ZTK2aIeLgTKwHF-2BlqBBw6u-2BnvB1dy3cXxD5ItmeE3kFns9ptrQMkXm-2BTM2D9eQ5A9-2FaANL0piGRjgyiWWjrjVXZo5nYQbTczeAFFHSv60tWSQ4lSiIoyRPk-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ced%40rootsofamericanmusic.org%7C584f93f6715041f33be208dd60060465%7C205e51d62206491c8b58a0e3a4967e0e%7C0%7C0%7C638772301202831911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=olIF1d%2BOjb9MX6StwDb1GSsj9jhAWIAxoUWhtNeb4%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu48223907.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.L3piixd9fiXc8DtCKvDvsp99zfYMZvPrhpV3GMXeYj9AdaIKUS60Lg-2Bxr8xyl8jjTsHYB7kk0NuFYs3xHAMP-2FQ-3D-3DVHmo_Q23ABFVinT8QSk30i3MxPSm62KfLUTtBnn6L1FwnDRZN5xR0KJ9r9moXaY2m0V7U7aG7YdmsPl6tZxR3Sj9Tisluj0w2zRX4kOye2nNVf-2FQgdaEbX-2BUJAXCyxoaupENnM1JCUrOle01tmc-2B6Igb7ORzineCE8EgEhkLyIj7yLYaGJ40Um9g40sG5AXDxLFeZLx-2BPwObhq9gAH5ouQdVXIBBuirF5YBrFCxRdIzKGJjQ-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ced%40rootsofamericanmusic.org%7C584f93f6715041f33be208dd60060465%7C205e51d62206491c8b58a0e3a4967e0e%7C0%7C0%7C638772301202851777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e0EtB%2BBkqr799mDInrQBxwbCzopyr5kflRIVP4TZW7w%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu48223907.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.L3piixd9fiXc8DtCKvDvsh64D1tRAYSn6GAC1hdshANPFgmitfvOE3sw6fd912Hx7OoeWjEmlE8VPTOpYsZJpeJ-2FwIfBt6VplSMUtiVvggcvVGy3g6iA340zSuXB5Q9tc6kZ_Q23ABFVinT8QSk30i3MxPSm62KfLUTtBnn6L1FwnDRZN5xR0KJ9r9moXaY2m0V7U7aG7YdmsPl6tZxR3Sj9TitUKUJc-2FxzHYQ1JRDxn6noMBT-2Bvz54mImsL8dnoJqIXov-2FHSQcxSxwrUvIt7d-2Fro2i-2BcQ2y3LBSVU6nmatZyiaZWd9-2BZi1LTr5lpnwut4DH4ki4GUqkGWNbyX31tVzx2nks9Qzpym4C3me-2FGE40Wq8E-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ced%40rootsofamericanmusic.org%7C584f93f6715041f33be208dd60060465%7C205e51d62206491c8b58a0e3a4967e0e%7C0%7C0%7C638772301202866925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9EoHE2sWbT%2FX4%2FnOTHwVipMs6RoiERRkXPP04j7eb64%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar today to attend the ROOTS Crescendo Awards featuring the: 

* William Woods Excellence in Teaching Award to a K-12 educator  

* Recognition Award to the Stop the Hate ROOTS Teaching Artist Composer(s)          

 * Partner Agency Recognition                      

 * ROOTS Teaching and Performing Artist Recognition                                                    

 * Live music and a Silent Auction!  

Learn about the 2024 Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu48223907.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.L3piixd9fiXc8DtCKvDvsoroO53-2Fg-2FryeVc-2F5d8a8C9lslAMlTSiMNlHY-2Be5TSpE-2FY-2BNnVUP1Me1wMrHBVBORhOg5W7iHKtn14x282YuFzo-3D7sM4_Q23ABFVinT8QSk30i3MxPSm62KfLUTtBnn6L1FwnDRZN5xR0KJ9r9moXaY2m0V7U7aG7YdmsPl6tZxR3Sj9TiiiT20ufTdNEBRntigY6-2F1sHU650TapNPDeXHnSWYeMNlUaN3JAwBPb-2B6-2BIVKKem3gDxb10DeBylmtAOUaZr2WsB6Ws6RGuWcAR3iKIDeei2W1tlGM0CGQMzjjD89Um6-2B-2Bf6m8chUpzjF0awKPw0-2Fdc-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ced%40rootsofamericanmusic.org%7C584f93f6715041f33be208dd60060465%7C205e51d62206491c8b58a0e3a4967e0e%7C0%7C0%7C638772301202884027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=og4l8HHqLt58mI%2BZOldH6qCjE4LoiqEo2pGKoUbkOL4%3D&reserved=0
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/crescendoawardssponsorship2025/?blm_aid=0


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 23, 2025 
5:30 PM  

(Doors 5:00 PM) 
B Side Lounge 

2785 Euclid Heights Blvd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
FREE - RSVP for entry HERE  

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME 
 

B Side Lounge is partnering with Roots of American Music to 
feature performing artists Esther Fitz and Erin Nicole Neal and The Chill 
Factors. Esther Fitz is an eclectic entertainer, songwriter, and award-winning 
vocalist, born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio. She has performed on stages across the 
world. Whether close to home or elsewhere, she is guaranteed to bring energy and 
passion to any stage. Her most recent recording called Sweet Things, is a five- track EP 
released in the Fall of 2022. When she is not performing, she teaches songwriting and 
photography.  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu48223907.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.L3piixd9fiXc8DtCKvDvsowvy51LTZHGoownxn5EeHkB-2BdZE6v986cOq-2BLbGOBG0sqy1YHdsfmogt-2BTeVvNHhbhAHP9FjjI-2FJrjvkeC2fQDmORrq4L8XWeOdQyui023l4WFSXrMntkyGard0CVf0dGzq9JEO0nCXG0aCh99zs0M-3DHMCC_Q23ABFVinT8QSk30i3MxPSm62KfLUTtBnn6L1FwnDRZN5xR0KJ9r9moXaY2m0V7U7aG7YdmsPl6tZxR3Sj9Tiq0dLo4CTyHSROUcEG1d2LFl8hZu3jWBTMXcToJKOUE4j3-2ButVAY6zevzQw-2FaCjp1fG-2F6iYeILml3lbR30IwePx9yH-2FWICma-2BdtOT5J07fGS3grh9A-2FLxohG2DNdO7PJALUyu7-2FzJBA1CopWWIytMPg-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ced%40rootsofamericanmusic.org%7C584f93f6715041f33be208dd60060465%7C205e51d62206491c8b58a0e3a4967e0e%7C0%7C0%7C638772301202929335%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b2KnRbYTxH39lSPhqRep8Pbc%2FUg5qZEnyCgOj6kRsaw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu48223907.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.L3piixd9fiXc8DtCKvDvsowvy51LTZHGoownxn5EeHkB-2BdZE6v986cOq-2BLbGOBG0sqy1YHdsfmogt-2BTeVvNHhbhAHP9FjjI-2FJrjvkeC2fQDmORrq4L8XWeOdQyui023l4WFSXrMntkyGard0CVf0dGzq9JEO0nCXG0aCh99zs0M-3DoBXF_Q23ABFVinT8QSk30i3MxPSm62KfLUTtBnn6L1FwnDRZN5xR0KJ9r9moXaY2m0V7U7aG7YdmsPl6tZxR3Sj9TigcXEUqCS41xZs0G51KQnZ8KNQYCCgstWYTR6QBPpRDIqX7simbrKU036gQ0q6j5xnlGJDyG9Z6Hze7KSPeHYFJGZd6fGHCtZdWKdtbvTWxYW7vRiynz5-2F6pQy-2F8VCV-2B1gk9-2Bc-2BchzKNNSTRoE5Oz3s-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ced%40rootsofamericanmusic.org%7C584f93f6715041f33be208dd60060465%7C205e51d62206491c8b58a0e3a4967e0e%7C0%7C0%7C638772301202944534%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h051KDA1vO1SbmKO0lKmfhk3eU4alj2RzuQYHmW7Dx0%3D&reserved=0


Multi-instrumentalist Erin Nicole Neal has been performing with her bands all 
over Ohio and beyond since 2015. In The Chill Factors, Erin leads with vocals, bass, and 
keys. Praised for unique vocal phrasing and bass technique, she weaves through blues, 
rock, pop, soul, funk, R&B, and jazz. 
 
This weekly series is made possible by a generous grant from the Live Music Society. 
Their mission is to recognize and protect small venues and listening rooms across the 
United States so that live music can remain accessible to all. 
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Give the Gift of Music by Honoring and 
Celebrating Special People and Events in Your 

Life 
 

 

 

Your special person will receive an acknowledgment by ROOTS of your recognition and how they 

impacted your life. Memorials will be listed on the ROOTS website, if you choose. (The 

acknowledgement will not include your donation amount.) 

Consider this gift for the special person or event in your life!  

Thank you for your support! It makes a difference in the lives of others. Last year ROOTS 
served over 18,000 Northeast Ohioans due to donors like you! 

 

 

 
 

 

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/rootsofamericanmusic?blm_aid=0


 

 
Impact of Music Enriches lives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A ROOTS Teaching Artist 
reported after one class session 
from Fall semester: 

"Students expressed pride and 
happiness about their new song, 
“Strange Things Happen on 
Halloween,” more students are 
clear about the difference between 
steady beat and rhythm, more 
students are remembering tempo, 
students are successfully 
integrating dynamics into songs, 
several students remember the 
name of the theme song and its 
composer, students are singing the 
theme song with gusto." 



 

 

 

Bring your friends and family to Cuyahoga Valley National Park for live #music 
at Happy Days Lodge! In March we’re featuring: Austin Walkin’ Kane 

 
March 13 @ 7:30pm: Immerse yourself in the blues with Austin Walkin’ Cane, 

singer, songwriter and slide guitarist. 
For tickets select HERE   

 

 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu48223907.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.L3piixd9fiXc8DtCKvDvsmZ59uNETlm9iZkSZu5bRlT8D26MpJfTuuuAw1-2BTd5Uynbe2pzjQ2Y4a4gw3tfV8bFdsSd2OyO8m-2BRPJhlwhCD69TEesdXwvPWvstY7KgsgKOXG-2BiFc1R8Jart9IdXfPJBUOdP-2FjVZI5CxsWQxro2Ghl14T4FvD1Nk4SPrFVqpGPrmm09LdPIiOLnS2vEwSGa7l3JNbv0OQzTvJ5GdgSuyFr-2FDJ5k09kZfbx3obzspXHCReUqQgViCl-2FFMr4EaIFH80w-2Brrl-2BaMPLsHycrvoSdWtsAbywvf4A4wsL5hVEqtMp7vL7gMGKsE4LBwruum6vRmN00FL-2FOv6o42nEuNG868wyHJ1XF9RDNpnaWBS3CIWkN-2Fv76WWdajCBZSjJdAz5Q-3D-3DaGOi_Q23ABFVinT8QSk30i3MxPSm62KfLUTtBnn6L1FwnDRZN5xR0KJ9r9moXaY2m0V7U7aG7YdmsPl6tZxR3Sj9TisyDq5CFvVXyBfdpiF72m6-2Fo7GQ2w7mUtpAUgsMoU4oRHApZTye4rLTaLUCp0xTAG26C4Nk89RUZRY-2FXFn3tPSuD0QEMyFpLRuJZEQOdCEqdP6YeTB-2FEHRcYh82Ac-2BOsinIEnBh8ZAAErCpiMt2MvkQ-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ced%40rootsofamericanmusic.org%7C584f93f6715041f33be208dd60060465%7C205e51d62206491c8b58a0e3a4967e0e%7C0%7C0%7C638772301203003675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CSIr%2F8T2iM1ZgVU3KWfRpuQg9S3gjOLaxBOtTrPQtsw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu48223907.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.L3piixd9fiXc8DtCKvDvstZFEpNRPA7pkW-2B1M85HMgQQXr55jEVQRatRyUcKkrXrmt4e1jTKHWEa6rtbjfiyB6SSqYxUhi9EzFVq9JdM3qm9wzHejdv7EyRWSghrnZdlPfXwska81JLYgJePgCwMHQ-3D-3Ddv-o_Q23ABFVinT8QSk30i3MxPSm62KfLUTtBnn6L1FwnDRZN5xR0KJ9r9moXaY2m0V7U7aG7YdmsPl6tZxR3Sj9TitcBe5ldyBlEVvmHTkSx90-2FcTJeYgDSxPg9PQEBlwQ1ksixkQmsZ-2BlCEItRJTxiNrYW73VG-2BtQiyTx3NBFNR7jWy3WhZ2QU8vXX2-2Fhzkt232-2FXLNtqqK55EHFNOeW6rXKwqchDXgOb0QpWmFcWla6-2Bw-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ced%40rootsofamericanmusic.org%7C584f93f6715041f33be208dd60060465%7C205e51d62206491c8b58a0e3a4967e0e%7C0%7C0%7C638772301203018744%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XeJ8%2B8xBFb%2FMZRdpfAlfHF%2BiLP6TbxgfQtnB6Y6AkWw%3D&reserved=0


 

https://www.rootsofamericanmusic.org/donate/


 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


